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Welcome to the first edition of the Circle of Peace Newsletter.  We hope that this quarterly communication will enable better communication with the membership and keep us all informed of the organization's activities. Moreover, it will enable members to connect with each other, learn from one another and inspire each other with the activities that are shared in the newsletter.  In that regard, if you have news to share with the newsletter staff, please contact us.

We are sending this edition of the newsletter to our current email distribution list.  If you have received this email in error or would like the newsletter directed to an alternate address, please let us know and we will be happy to make any changes.

Send newsletter correspondence to:
circleofpeacenewsletter@gmail.com
Recent Events:

The Moral Empowerment of Women:
 
On Wednesday, April 24th at 7 pm, the Circle of Peace sponsored an interfaith seminar entitled The Moral Empowerment of Women.  The seminar was held at the Washington State University Vancouver campus and was moderated by Wendy Dasler Johnson, an associate professor at WSUV.

Four faith-based female speakers made fifteen-minute presentations on assigned topics and shared the perspectives of their faiths.  The four presenters returned after a brief intermission to field questions from the audience.  The four presenters in order of appearance were:

Reverend Barbara Carnegie Campbell, pastor at St. Mark Presbyterian church in Portland, Oregon and a member of the Interfaith Council of Greater Portland.

Reverend Domyo Burk a Soto Zen Buddhist priest and spiritual director of the Bright Way Zen Community in Portland, Oregon.

Rabbi Elizabeth Dunsker, Rabbi of Congregation Kol Ami in Vancouver, Washington and a member of the Interfaith Council of Greater Portland.

Dr. Shanaz Tehani-Butt, a professor and associate dean at the University of the Sciences in Philadelphia, who serves on the advisory boards for Humanity First, National Resource Center on Domestic Violence, and Pathways Pennsylvania.

The presentations were well-received by the audience and a lively question and answer period capped the evening's presentations. A video recording of the seminar is posted on our website. (www.CircleOfPeaceOnline.org) 

A Template for Seminar Programs:

The following are just a few ideas for those of you who would like to sponsor or present a seminar of this type in your own area.  A little imagination and the desire to bring people together are the main ingredients!

After confirmation of a topic for presentation and selection of speakers, several subtopics can be developed and assigned to each speaker.  Each speaker covers the assigned topic with reference to their particular faith community.

Each speaker submits their talking points for a 15 minute presentation and the talking points are shared with the other speakers for content and connectivity.  The speakers then develop drafts of their presentation, which are again shared with the other speakers.  The goal of this exchange is that the various presentations can become interconnected yet distinct.

Ideally, the speakers should be able to meet at least once before the seminar is presented, in order to meet and form a cordial relationship with one another.  A brief run-through would also help to iron out any kinks in the timing and/or flow of the presentations.

The success of such events depends on good publicity; it is important to advertise the upcoming event through every means possible.  Communication with local houses of worship, the placement of newspaper and radio notices, and public awareness (flyers, word-of-mouth, email distribution, etc.) should be used to advertise both the date, venue, and topic of the seminar. Media can also be invited to cover the event, in the hopes of additional public awareness of the Circle of Peace efforts.


Islam: The Global Perspective:

In June, Islam – The Global Perspective written by Arif Humayun was approved and posted to our website.  The paper explores the dilemma created by the gap in perception and reality about Islam; Muslims claim it to be a universal religion of peace and justice while others view it as a radicalizing force that has enabled Muslims to justify the killing of innocent people.

You can access Islam - The Global Perspective by either clicking on this link or visiting the website. (www.CircleOfPeaceOnline.org)


Moving Forward:

The Circle of Peace is already setting up the framework for our next seminar.  Watch for future newsletter articles to obtain updates as the planning progresses.  We look forward to expanding the reach and influence of the Circle of Peace organization through our newsletter.

Send newsletter correspondence to:
circleofpeacenewsletter@gmail.com 
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